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Interview with Principal Disch                                    By: Annabel Turowsky

How is it different to be a principal 
during COVID then before COVID?
The safety of our students and staff is 
always a priority but being a principal 
during a pandemic has even put more 
focus on the health of our school 
community. Administration and 
teachers had to create all new systems 
to keep everyone safe, and as the 
principal, the health of everyone is 
constantly on my mind. 
 How do you think the students are 
doing with the new COVID rules?
The students have done a great job 
adjusting to the new entry procedures 
and wearing their masks. For the most 
part, everyone does well with social 
distancing, but that is the area we 
need to continue improving upon. 

Do you think there are any new COVID 
changes that will stick when we 
return to normal?
Hmm, that’s an interesting question. 
Because everyone was forced to teach 
and learn differently, I do think some 
of the skills related to technology will 
carry over, but we are all looking 
forward to the day when we can use 
the playgrounds again and learn and 
collaborate in closer proximity to one 
another.
What has been the biggest surprise 
this year?
I don’t think I would say it is the 
biggest surprise, but I’m amazed each 
and every day at the job our teachers 
are doing at meeting the needs of 
their in-person and virtual learners. 

l think we have all been watching 
more tv because of COVID quarantine 
so what is your favorite show on 
Netflix?
Haha, it’s not on Netflix, but my 
daughters love Bubble Guppies, so 
that’s one of our regulars. I’m a Star 
Wars fan and I’ve enjoyed watching 
The Mandalorian, but I’m only a 
couple of episodes into the second 
season, so I have some catching up to 
do.
Is there anything else you want to say 
to the mustang readers about COVID?
Thank you for all your efforts to keep 
everyone healthy. You’re doing a great 
job and we will get through this 
pandemic together. 

   The Rise and Fall of Origami Yoda                                                         By: Brooks Gary
Hi, my name is Brooks Gary. You may know me as the guy who makes comics in 5th grade. Well, recently I’ve been making 
Star Wars origami, but I’m the only one doing it! It wasn’t always this way. Let’s rewind back to November 2020. I got really 
into it.  Origami Yoda is a book series about a Yoda finger puppet who gives 
 advice. The books also have these “how to fold” sections, where you can
 learn how to fold awesome Star Wars origami. So, I folded all the origami in
 the books, and my class LOVED them! I also gave advice with Origami Yoda,
 like in the books. That’s when the frenzy began. There was Origami Yoda art,
  Origami Yoda fan fictions, some people were watching the author’s videos 
 on how to fold more origami, and there was even an origami Christmas! 
 Then it stopped. The hype train stopped riding. The main reason that people
 lost interest was that it was basically like fidget spinners. AKA, it was a fad,
 but I’m still doing it though. There are also other reasons that it became the 
 next Fall Guys 2-- like people thought it was annoying, or my bad Yoda 
 impression, but I digress. I still love the books, and origami.
If you want to know more, I will accept fan letters!

Monthly Mustang

Q:  What is your favorite kind of ice cream?
A:  Mint Chocolate Chip! 
 
Q:  Have you taught any other grades?
A:    Yes, I also taught Second Grade for 20 
years.
 
Q:  Who is your hero?
A:  My Grandfather.
 
Q:  What is your favorite food?
A: Seafood! 

 

Interview with Mrs. Vistein                       By: Elizabeth Graham

Q: : What is your favorite movie? 
A: I love Forrest Gump. 
 
Q:What college did you go to? 
A: The University of Texas (Go Longhorns!)
 
Q: What is your favorite animal?
A:  My favorite animal is the sloth.
 
Q:  What is your favorite color? 
A: Pink! 
 
Q: Where did you go to elementary school? 
A: Parker Elementary.  
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An Interview with Mrs. Wood: Why Does She Raise Chickens at School? 
                                                                                                                                                  By: Naomi Fan & Sophia Tang 

Q: When did you start raising chickens at 
school with your students? 
A: This is my 11th year at West U, and this will 
be my 11th year raising chickens. 

Q: Why do you raise the chickens at school? 
A: It's a fun way to teach city kids about 
chickens.  Who doesn't love a baby chick? 

 Q: Where do you get the eggs?
A: I get them from Briarwood Ranch near 
Wimberly, Texas. That is my husband's 
family's ranch.

Q: If I want to raise chickens by myself, when 
would be the best time?
A: Anytime is fine, although most people raise 
chickens during the springtime.  

Q: When do you obtain the eggs? 
A: I always collect them during spring break. 
Then, I place them in the incubator for 21 days. 
 
Q: How long does it take until the eggs hatch? 
A: It takes about three weeks or 21 days. 

Q: Do you keep all the hatched chickens? 
A: No. My class votes on which four chickens we 
will keep. Then, we will name them.  

Q: What is a Turken?
A: Turkens are a type of chicken. 

Q: How do you tell the difference between a 
chicken and a Turken? 
A: Turkens have no feathers on their necks. 

Thank you, Mrs. Wood!

Q: Do your students bring the chickens to their homes? 
A: Yes. Each week, one or two students are allowed to bring all four 
chickens or two chickens to their homes.  

Ms. Parish was alive when typewriters were there, and she is 
alive today with computers, obviously! You might be 
wondering which she likes better!
She likes computers better because they are easy to type with 
and make corrections. With typewriters, you have to use a 
typewriter eraser to make corrections. And with typewriters, 
you have to press down on the buttons hard. With computers, 
it is easy to print because all you have to do is click a few 
buttons and then it will come out of your printer. But with a 
typewriter you would have to have carbon paper to print 
copies, and, if you didn't have carbon paper, you could not 
print copies. Pretty cool! Am I right, or am I right? 
What do you think? Would you pick a computer or a 
typewriter?

Have you met our Fourth Grade teacher Ms. Moen 
yet? Let’s get to know her in five questions. 
 
Can you tell us about how your life was like when 
you were growing up?
I grew up in Houston and went to school not too far 
from West U.

Why did you want to become a teacher?
Because I love helping kids learn.

What motivates you to do your best on the job every 
day?
I want my students to love school and learn as much 
as possible.

What is your favorite book and why?
My favorite books are the Harry 
Potter series because they are 
magical.
 
Can you tell us five fun facts about 
you?
1) I wanted to be a teacher since I was 
a little kid.
2) My favorite food is pizza.
3) I ran track in high school.
4) I went to Texas A&M for college.
5) This is my fourth year at West U.

   I move to a beat, but I’m not a dancer.  You do indeed 
have one of me in your body.    I help you out a lot, but 
you might not notice. What am I?
 
   You might be excited for 2021, so you can make me for 
the upcoming year. I am a goal, but not related to sports. 
Remember to keep me somewhere so that you are 
reminded of me often. What am I?
 
  I am a living symbol of love. Some people do not think I 
am real, but I promise I am. You may fall in love one day, 
and I will help. Who am I?
 
Answers can be found on page 10.

Interview with Ms. Parish
                                                 By: Akaal Othee

February Riddle Fun   
                                              By: Caroline Benitez

Getting to Know Ms. Moen                                                                        By: Ana Sofia Munoz
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Charlie Hernández and the League of Shadows (2018) is really good, in my opinion! There are lots of thrills and fun in it. I 
recommend this book to people who love adventure and who don’t get scared of many things. I give it a 
 five-star review. This book is about a boy, Charlie Hernández, who starts getting strange manifestations
after his parents disappear. These manifestations include feathers that turn into wings, horns, and a 
 lobster claw. He also meets some people and creatures from Hispanic folklore and mythology.  His
 grandmother had told Charlie stories about them when he was younger. There are also some really 
 funny parts. One day, he has to wear an oven mitt to school, but I won’t spoil the reason why he has to 
 wear it! I laughed out loud many times while I read this book. Charlie Hernández and the League of 
 Shadows is on the Texas Bluebonnet list this school year, which makes it even more awesome! I really 
 hope you read it so you can enjoy it as much as I did. Also, if you read this book and love it, then you can 
 read the next book in the series, Charlie Hernández and the Castle of Bones (2019).

You might often hear the name “Mrs. 
Pflugfelder” around school lately. Mrs. 
Pflugfelder is back and ready to teach! 
She is my Fifth Grade teacher now, and 
here is some information on Mrs. 
Pflugfelder:
 
What made you decide to be a teacher?
I always wanted to be a teacher. I grew 
up with brothers, and I highly enjoyed 
teaching my younger brother.
   
How long have you been at WUES?
I have been teaching at WUES for sixteen 
years now. This is my seventeenth year. 

 What advice would you give readers?
I would tell them to explore different 
genres.

 

Who is your favorite person in history? 
I would name Sacagewea. (She was 
a    Lemhi Shoshone woman who, at age 
16, met and helped the Lewis and Clark 
Expedition in achieving their chartered 
mission objectives by exploring the 
Louisiana Territory. Sacagawea traveled 
with the expedition thousands of miles 
from North Dakota to the Pacific Ocean, 
helping to establish cultural contacts 
with Native American populations and 
contributing to the expedition's 
knowledge of natural history in 
different regions. Sacagawea was thus a 
most important member of the Lewis 
and Clark Expedition.)

What is your favorite food?
Pizza
 

What is your favorite place in the 
world?
There are many great places. Right 
now, I am thinking of taking a walk in 
the Camino in Spain. (Camino de 
Santiago is a pilgrimage of medieval 
origin to the Cathedral of Santiago de 
Compostela through beautiful 
landscapes and many historic sites and 
monuments).
 
What made you come back to WUES?
Mrs. Miller asked to give another go! 
(Thank you, Mrs. Miller!)
 
If you ever have Mrs. Pflugfelder as a 
teacher, consider yourself lucky!

Q. How does it feel to know you are 
having a baby?
    “ I am extremely excited to be 
having a baby! Mr. Campbell and I 
have wanted to start a family for 
many years so we are very grateful 
and ready for baby to be here.”
Q. How did you come up with the 
name Welles?
 “The name Welles means 'keeper 
of the spring' and pays tribute to 
Mr. Campbell's grandfather who 
he loved and admired very much.”
Q. Will you send Welles to WUES 
when he is ready for school?
 “Absolutely. We would love for 
Welles to be a Mustang!”

Q. Has being a teacher helped you learn 
how to be a mom?
 “Teaching has taught me valuable 
lessons in loving kids, patience, and 
discipline (among other things), but I 
don’t think there is any way I can be 
fully prepared until the baby is here 
with us.”
Q. What two words came to your mind 
when you found out you were pregnant?
“Ecstatic and then a little nervous.”
Q. What color is the baby’s room?
 “The nursery is cream with lots of blue 
accents.”
Q. What food or drink have you wanted 
to eat but can’t because you are 
pregnant?
“I have missed my favorite food-SUSHI. I 
can’t wait to devour some sashimi 
ASAP.”

Q. What has been the most fun part about 
being pregnant?
 “The most fun part of being pregnant has 
been all the baby kicks! We are determined 
that Welles is going to be an athlete with 
his jabs and rolls.”
Q. What baby books do you think Welles 
will enjoy?
 “If he is anything like me, he will love The 
Monster at the End of this Book with Grover 
from Sesame Street. My parents and older 
sister read that story to me all the time 
growing up, and I already have a copy in the 
nursery.”
 Q. Will you visit your homeroom class after 
the baby arrives? We will surely miss you.
   Yes! As long as baby is healthy, then I will 
come and let everyone meet him. I will miss 
everyone very much while I'm gone! 

A Book Review: Charlie Hernandez and the League of Shadows by Ryan Calejo
                                                                                                                                          By: Lila Cooley

Interview with Mrs. Campbell About Baby Welles                               By: Giulia Andreoli

Interview with Mrs. Pflugfelder                                                                By: Johanna Dorn
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Valentine's Day History and Traditions
                                                     By: Juliet Kuban

During the third century in 
Rome, Emperor Claudius the 
Second outlawed marriage 
because he thought single 
men were better soldiers 
than men with wives and 
children. A priest named 
Valentine helped people 
secretly marry. Emperor 
Claudius the Second found 
out what Valentine was doing 
and ordered his death. 
Valentine then became 
known as Saint Valentine. 
Here are some Valentine’s 
traditions around the world. 
In the United States, people 
celebrate by exchanging 
cards, giving chocolates and 
flowers, and going on dates. 
In Wales, Valentine’s has a 
different name and is 
celebrated on a different day. 
There, it is called Saint 
Dwynwen's Day and is 
celebrated on January 25. The 
Welsh exchange wooden love 
spoons to celebrate. In the 
Philippines, there are mass 
weddings to help poor 
couples get married. The 
government pays for the 
weddings. Up to 500 couples 
are married at a time. In 
exchange, the couples have to 
accept the mayor as their 
godparent. In El Salvador, 
their Valentine’s Day is called 
the “Day of Love and 
Friendship.” They play a 
special game called, “Secret 
Friends.” It is like Secret 
Santa. 

Riley's Pet Trips and Tricks:  How to Train a Dog                                  By: Riley Reid

        Everybody loves a nice, cute puppy or a new 
rescue dog.  However, it is not always easy to make 
them that way.    Here are some tips and tricks on 
how to teach them to follow commands, be 
confident, and be obedient.    Dogs are happier if 
they know the rules and know what to expect.
   One of the most important parts of training your 
pup is to speak in a fun and kind tone of voice.  It is 
much more effective than speaking in a scornful 
voice.    Would you want to come if your parents 
called you in a mean voice?    When you start 
training your dog, it is best to start with simple 
commands, like “come” and “sit.”    Positive 
reinforcement with praise and treats is the key.  

What Valentine’s message can you find in a honeycomb? 
Bee Mine.
How did the orca ask the other orca to be its Valentine? 
Whale you be mine?
What did the paper clip say to the magnet? 
 I find you very attractive.
What do owls say to declare their love? 
 Owl be yours!
What flower gives the most kisses on Valentine's Day? 
Tulips.
What did one cat say to the other cat on Valentine's Day? 
You're purr-fect.
What kind of flower do you never give on Valentine's Day? 
Cauliflower.
How can you get arrested on Valentine's Day?
 For stealing someone's heart.
What did one flame say to another on Valentine's Day? 
We're a perfect match.
What do you call two birds in love? 
 Tweethearts.
What did one light bulb say to the other?
 I love you a whole watt!
What did the boy elephant say to the girl elephant on 
Valentine’s Day? 
 I love you a ton!
What did the boy rabbit say to the girl rabbit on 
Valentine’s Day?  
 Somebunny likes you!
What did the boy bee say to the girl bee on Valentine’s 
Day? 
 You are bee-utiful! Will you bee mine?
What happens when you fall in love with a French chef? 
You get buttered up.
What did the chocolate syrup say to the ice cream? I’m 
sweet on you!

Now that we know how 
different countries 
celebrate Valentine’s Day, 
let’s see how West U 
students celebrate 
Valentine’s Day. 
Hadley Beers (Third 
Grade)    Mom and Dad give 
their kids little Valentine’s 
baskets with yummy 
treats.  Mom and Dad go on 
a romantic date, while the 
kids get pizza and a movie 
at home. 
Elle Payne (Third Grade) We 
share gifts and cards — 
heart decorations and 
pancakes!! 
Mary Plumb (Third Grade) 
We have a Valentine's 
themed breakfast with 
decorations and pink milk.
Frances Prescott (Second 
Grade) Mom always makes 
heart-shaped pancakes.
William Kuban (First Grade) 
A few years ago, my mom 
planned a yummy 
Valentine’s dinner, but our 
power went out right 
around dinnertime. Since it 
was last minute, we were 
limited on restaurants.   We 
ended up going to Kenny & 
Ziggy’s, or Breakfast, Lunch, 
Dinner as we like to call it, 
for dinner. We’ve had 
family Valentine’s dinner 
there every year since.

     Be consistent and give a reward right away when 
they correctly do the command you are working 
on.   Another key is to practice the command a lot, 
but be sure not to say their name or the command 
repeatedly. You will be amazed at how quickly they 
can learn with praise, treats, and practice! 
    Crate training is very helpful, and it is important 
to make it a happy place.    Crates are not only 
helpful to protect your dog, but also to protect your 
stuff!  
        In my personal experience, all these tricks 
work.    I hope you learned a lot about how to train 
your dog and remember… stay pawsitive! Picture provided by 

Ms. Musgrove

Valentine's Jokes
                                                   By: Sophia Tang
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     As we settle into the new year, let us start fresh by 
reorganizing your home. Here you will find some tips on 
how to reorganize your homes. 

     Hello, my name is Kayan Sharma, and I 
will be reviewing one of the 2020 Texas 
Bluebonnet books, Nightbooks. 
Nightbooks is a chapter book classified in 
the genre of horror. This book is written 
by the acclaimed author J.A White. J.A 
White is recognized as the author of The 
Thickety series, Shadow School, and 
Nightbooks. This story is about a boy 
named Alex who ventures out in the night 
and is lured in by the witch Natasha. Alex 
is trapped in the witch’s apartment and is 
forced to tell stories to stay alive.    While 
he is trapped, Alex meets a girl named 
Yasmin, and, together, they try to escape. 
One reason I like this book is because it 
was suspenseful, and it kept me turning 
the pages. Another reason I liked it was 
because it closely resembles the Hansel 
and Gretel story from my childhood, but it 
has more of a complex and deep plot. In a 
nutshell (overall), I think you should read 
this book because it has a rich plot, 
interesting plot twists, and a feeling of 
suspense that keeps you turning the 
pages. I rate this book 5/5 stars!

At vero eos ets saccusamus ete  odio  nes 
dign.

The four steps to organizing are editing, categorizing, 
containing, and maintaining. The key to organizing is 
eliminating most of your junk or unnecessary things. If you 
haven’t used something in a long time like a yo-yo or a random 
sticker, throw it away or donate it. You can buy containers at 
the Container Store. You can also look at some more tips,
containers, and
ideas from The 
  Home Edit page at
the link below. 
 Are you ready to 
 organize your 
 home?  Now that 
 you have read 
 some tips to 
 organizing, let us 
 start organizing. 
  https://www.thehomeedit.com/   

• Empty your space and purge as many items as possible.
• Organize with ROYGBIV (putting books, arts and crafts, 
etc. in color of the rainbow). 
• Organize in ABC order. For example: spices. 
• Put the essential things or most used in an easier spot 
to reach and find. 
• Put food and objects in containers or bins.  
• Designate a spot for extra items that can be out of 
reach. 
• Fill spaces 80% or less. 
• Label your containers.  
• Have a system. 

Getting Organized                                                                                      By: Alexis Chen

Book Review: Nightbooks 
by J.A. White

                    By: Kayan Sharma
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     The cafeteria food is really good. A 
lot of people like it, but the cafeteria 
also has a few problems. The cafeteria 
should serve napkins with every 
meal. Even if it’s not a messy meal, 
your mouth gets messy and you don’t 
have a napkin to wipe it.    I like 
getting fruits and vegetables, but 
sometimes the cafeteria puts the 
fruits or vegetables into a plastic bag. 
It’s really hard to open.  I think this is 
because we have to be safe for COVID, 
so maybe this will change later 
on.    The cafeteria never has forks. 
Whenever they serve peaches or 
pineapples, we need a fork to eat it 
and not a spoon. But at least we have 
a spoon!  The cafeteria always 

Ground Hogs Day Evil 
Plan

By: Clement Ding

        Are you tired of thinking of how to do 
Valentine’s Day this year? Here are five ideas 
of how to do a virtual Valentine’s Day!
 Instead of doing a Secret Valentine in person, 
send your Secret Valentine your gift in the 
mail.(A Secret Valentine is when you give a 
valentine gift anonymously and you get a gift 
back in return (like Secret Santa).
Give someone in your family an acrostic 
poem of their name.
Because of COVID-19, some families have not 
been able to go and buy things from stores in 
person. So, instead of sending your Secret 
Valentine a store-bought gift or dessert, 
make them a homemade gift or dessert.
Another way to do a virtual valentine is to 
make a heart out of everyday things and then 
show it on Zoom! It will be judged, and the 
winner gets the title “Best at Making Hearts!”
A game to play on Valentine's Day is to spin a 
wheel and then whoever gets picked has to 
say three good things about their family on a 
Zoom call.

serves a slushy pop, but I think they 
should change the desserts around.
     I did a survey on what West U kids 
would like for school cafeteria 
desserts (see above). Doughnuts got 29 
votes, ice cream bars got 34 votes, 
brownies got 12 votes, and cookies got 
nine votes.   
     In the summer, it would be nice to 
have ice cream bars. The season right 
now is winter, and since doughnuts 
also got a lot of votes, I think the 
cafeteria should serve warm 
doughnuts every Friday for winter. 
Kids want a chance to change things 
around every season.

Words to find: candy, love, red, cupid, fourteenth, arrow, cards, 
valentine, pink, hugs, chocolate, flowers, heart

By: Zara Alousi

How to do a Virtual 
Valentines 

                           By: Mathew Thomas
                                  and Kavan Pandya

Good and Bad Things About School Lunch
                                                           By: Kelsey Yip
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The Texans make the playoffs. 
The Texans are the third 
worst team in the league. Both 
facts happen within twelve 
months. How?
        The loss of star receiver 
DeAndre Hopkins to the 
Cardinals due to salary issues 
made the Texans’ offense 
worse. Meanwhile, DeShaun 
Watson played better. The 
Texans lost six extra games. 
What went wrong?
        The Texans’ defense lost 
many starters to injury and 
played badly. The Texans’ 
offense was the opposite. 
DeShaun Watson led the 
league in passing yards as he 
had great receivers like Will 
Fuller, Randall Cobb, and 
Brandon Cooks. David Johnson 
could not help the rushing 
offense, though. 

     Do you like organic, fresh, 
and healthy food, but not the 
kind that just makes you go 
yuck? Do you like food that has 
a yummy smell and looks and 
tastes even better? In this 
review, I will be going over the 
menu, location, and overall 
environment of Flower Child. 
     This wonderful selection of 
foods has a variety of 
vegetables, carbs, and veggies! 
With a choice of yummy 
starters, salads, and bowls, you 
should also get the even better 
entrées (in my opinion). You 
can get one protein such as 
meat, tofu, chicken, or fish. 
You can also get two sides. For 
the kids, it’s the same amount 
of sides with just a smaller 
number of choices. My family’s 
personal favorites are the 
Brussels sprouts and sweet 
potatoes! 

Restaurant Review: Flower Child: 
Healthy Food for a Happy World
                                                                       By: Lena Beddar

 Passing can only take you so 
far. Also, the Texans lost eight 
games by one score. They 
were 4-4 in games that 
weren’t one-score losses. They 
had very slow starts to games 
and spent the rest of the game 
falling short on comebacks. 
These are the main reasons 
the Texans unexpectedly won 
four and lost 12 games this 
season. 
        Looking ahead, the Texans 
recently hired General 
Manager Nick Caserio. He 
needs to make big offseason 
moves in order to improve the 
Texans’ defense. The trades 
need high draft picks as the 
Dolphins have the Texans’ 
number 3 first round draft 
pick. Let’s hope the Texans do 
better next season!

If you are traveling far for Spring Break, travel 
might be a little different this year.   If you decide 
not to travel, here are nine ideas that you can do 
safely!

Take an RV trip - The Hricik Family did this over 
the summer. They are Victoria (3rd), Adam (1st), 
and John (Kinder), and they said it was a 
blast.  Victoria suggests taking an RV to a national 
park (like the Grand Canyon) where you can be 
outside and distanced.
 
Hit the beach - No place on earth relaxes the spirit 
like the coast. Galveston is only an hour away!
If you want to stay local in Houston, here is what 
Jack Plumb (1st) says, “First, take a family trip to 
the zoo, followed by a trip to the toy store, and 
then have a family movie night with the Lion King 
at home.”
 
Sports day - Hold a family field day with 
competitions that include a super long hopscotch 
down your entire block that has challenges in it – 
like push-ups, jumping jacks, etc.
 
Get your green thumb and plant a vegetable 
garden.
 
Sleepovers - Elle Payne (3rd) says, “Have an ultra-
sleepover with popcorn!” and her brother Jake 
(1st) says, “Come on over for a playdate at my 
house.”
 
Nature scavenger hunt - You can make a list and 
go looking for items outside.  This is a great thing 
to do with the neighbors.
 
Riding in a hot air balloon at dawn - This one is 
not an easy thing to do, but it’s worth a try asking 
your parents. 
 
Catch up on homework - Just kidding! You must 
have just groaned after reading that.

No matter how you spend Spring Break, all that 
matters is that you spend it with the people you 
love and have fun with at the same time.
*Special thanks to all the people who shared their 
great ideas!

    This place is amazing for 
people with allergies like me. I 
cannot have milk, but they 
provide substitutions. They also 
list in the menu key if the 
option is gluten-free, 
vegetarian, or vegan. If your 
allergies are not listed, they 
will tell you!  
     There are locations in ten 
states. In Texas, there are nine 
locations–three of which are 
here in Houston! The inside and 
outside have lots of plants due 
to the theme of ‘’flowers.’’ 
Overall, I rate this place five 
stars due to the excellent 
service, facilities, and menu!
 
Location - 1101 Uptown Park 
Blvd. #C-6 Houston, TX 77006
 
For more locations, visit this 
link: 
https://www.iamaflowerchild.c
om

Got Spring Break Plans?
                                By: Mary Plumb

Sports Review: Houston Texans, What 
Went Wrong and What Comes 
Next?                                      
                                                       By: Aavin Pandita
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The New COVID-Era Recess is a Work in Progress
                                                                                                    By: Toby Yip

Due to Covid-19, we are not allowed 
to play on the playgrounds. We are 
substituting this with playing on the 
baseball fields. This is a great idea, 
but we have a lot of problems with 
this. These problems include not 
having enough space, not being able 
to communicate with friends, and 
not being able to play any games.
We used to have more space, and, 
now, we don’t. A few weeks ago. 
they said we couldn’t use the 
baseball diamond. For my class and 
five others, that was our designated 
slot for recess. Now we have a tiny 
space about half the size of the 
original one. The space is not 
enough for 13 people, and we are 
not really able to run. We cannot 
play our old games because we don’t 
have space.
    During recess, we also aren't able 
to be in contact with our friends 
who aren't in our class. In a regular

year during recess, you can talk to 
your friends during recess and play 
together. This year, we are stuck 
with our own class. Most people in 
our class are our friends, but we 
want to play with our best friends. 
This makes sense, but it gets a little 
lonely. They now have a program 
where if you’re the student of the 
week you can choose a friend to talk 
with during lunch, and you and 
your friend will be given an iPad to 
communicate with each other. This 
is okay, but seeing as only two 
people from each grade get it, it’s 
not really efficient. So, basically, we 
can’t talk to everyone we want to 
while at school.
We aren’t able to play very many 
games. There are two games to play 
during recess. There used to be five, 
but since they closed off the 
baseball field, kickball is not an 
option. It is true that we can still 

play soccer, but they also took our 
goals. So now, you have to use sticks 
and that kind of makes people bored 
and deprived of fun. The games that 
are “approved by school” are air tag 
and lying down in the grass. Air tag 
is tag without touching so you don’t 
know if you got someone. It’s for 
desperate people. Lying down on 
the grass and basking in the sun is 
just for those who don't want to 
play air tag. These two games are 
just depressing. We used to play 
gaga ball, but it got banned. 
Someone reported that a student 
got hurt playing gaga ball, but it has 
not been confirmed that anyone got 
hurt.

On Valentine’s Day, many people go 
out to eat. I thought I could write 
about one of my family’s favorite 
restaurants, since February is the 
month of love and I love to eat! 
During the pandemic, we have been 
ordering takeout because it became 
risky to gather inside. We love to 
order food from Thai Spice just down 
the street from our elementary 
school in Rice Village. Before the 
pandemic, Thai Spice was busy.

 They had students from Rice 
University and people who work in 
the medical center come for their 
tasty lunchtime buffet. The patio is 
covered and nice for fresh air 
outdoor seating. They have indoor 
seating, too. The owners and staff 
are very kind and customer focused. 
My parents say the prices are 
reasonable.
Most importantly, the food is 
delicious. I order the thai red curry, 

breaded tofu, calamari, and tofu 
spring rolls with white rice. The food 
makes me feel as hot as a jalapeño 
because it’s so spicy! 
If you like spicy food, this is the 
place for you.  Well, it was the place 
for you.    By the time this review 
comes out, Thai Spice will have 
closed its doors FOR GOOD! This is 
tragic, but you know what’s even 
more tragic? I caught my dad buying 
Cooking Thai Food for Beginners. ☹

A Spicy Valentine's                                                                                           By: Mila Vyas
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Door Delivery Services in COVID-19                                                 By: Emeka Ndefo

   Are you tired of not getting to eat at your 
favorite restaurants because of the 
pandemic? What if I told you that you could 
still eat food from your favorite restaurant 
in the comfort of your own home? Well, you 
can! In this article, I will compare food 
delivering services so you know which 
services to use.
    I set out to compare DoorDash, Uber Eats, 
and Grubhub, but it was very hard to find 
the exact fees. To figure out the most 
affordable service, my mom helped me 
place the same order with all three service 
providers. 
   We placed three orders of Shrimp Lo Mein 
from P.F. Chang’s. Here is the breakdown of 
the costs:

  

   Did you know that the restaurant also has to pay a service fee? I 
do not think it is fair that the person who owns the restaurant has 
to pay a service fee when the person who orders food also pays a 
service fee.
        In conclusion, if you want to eat food from your favorite 
restaurant, decide what works best for you but my 
recommendation is actually picking it up yourself!

    What is Teacher Appreciation 
Week? Teacher Appreciation Week is 
about recognizing and showing our 
gratitude to our hardworking 
teachers and staff. They have been 
diligent, dedicated, and kind-hearted 
to us all year. Brad Henry said, “A 
good teacher can inspire hope, ignite 
the imagination, and instill a love of 
learning.” I agree with that 
outstanding quote because our 
teachers inspire us, and they have 
taught us all of the subjects with 
their knowledge, creativity, and 
heart.  
    Since the pandemic, teachers and 
staff have worked extra hard to 
teacher and provide a safe place for 
us to learn in-person and/or 
remotely.

Teacher Appreciation Week - Thank You Teachers!                        By: Ana Choi

    Thank you for teaching me.    You 
have been patient, encouraging, 
available, determined, and 
fantastic.    You inspire me and help 
me to love learning.  
Teacher Appreciation Week for West 
U Elementary School this year is from 
February 15-19.    How will you thank 
your teachers? 

Teachers and staff have been 
working extremely hard – even 
harder than before!!
   How do we thank them? They have 
done so much for us! Here are some 
ideas to help make your teachers feel 
special:    
A kind letter, drawing or email with a 
sweet message
A video or iMovie expressing why 
you love and appreciate your teacher
A gift card 
Flowers/plants
Treats (Because of COVID, make  sure 
they are store bought and 
individually wrapped)
We should always appreciate our 
amazing teachers. They have done a 
lot for us.    To my present and past 
teachers, THANK YOU! 

World Hippo Day!                                                                                       By: Sophie Ballard

February 15th is World Hippo Day. 
The hippo is the third largest 
mammal following the blue whale 
and the African elephant. Hippos live 
in Africa. Hippopotamus means  

"river horse” in ancient Greek. They 
spend up to 16 hours a day in the 
water and can hold their breath for 
five minutes. A hippo can outswim 
AND outrun you! They can run up to 
19 mph on land. Even though they 
look blubbery, they are actually 
made of muscle. 
Female calf, Adanna, & mom, 
Boipelo, at the Dallas Zoo in 
December - picture by Sophie 
Ballard. Their mouths can open 180 
degrees, and this mostly herbivorous 
animal eats about 150 pounds of 
grass during a four to five hour 
grazing period. 

The pinkish colored oil on their skin 
works as a natural sunblock and 
moisturizer. A baby hippo weighs 
about 100 pounds when they are 
born and can grow up to 8,000 
pounds! 
 The hippo conservation status is 
vulnerable due to illegal hunting for 
their meat and ivory teeth. You can 
celebrate World Hippo Day by 
playing Hungry Hungry Hippos or 
visiting them at a zoo. The Houston 
Zoo just welcomed a pygmy hippo 
named Silas in November.
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Yu-Gi-Oh! Best Cartoon on the Internet                                          By: Brayden Lim

Do you like exciting, fast-paced 
cartoons?    If the answer is “yes,” 
then I have a great show for you!  It 
is called Yu-Gi-Oh!, and it is my 
favorite because of intriguing 
characters, thrilling duels, moving 
storylines, and a fun card game that 
goes along with the show.
        Each episode revolves around 
individuals dueling each other in a 
card game.    Here’s how the game 
works: Each dueler has 2000 life 
points and a deck of cards that 
includes monsters, traps, and 
spells.    Players use their cards to 
take away their opponent’s life 
points. A dueler loses when he loses 
all his life points.
        The Yu-Gi-Oh! show has many 
interesting characters.    Three 
important characters are Yugi, 
Kaiba, and Pegasus.  Yugi is the main 
character and a duelist who has two 
spirits.    One spirit is Yami Yugi, 
who    is an ancient pharaoh and the 
better dueler, and the other is Little 
Yugi, who is just a boy.  Yugi has the 
ability to switch between the two 
spirits.  Kaiba is a duelist who is th

Pegasus.
       There is also an actual card game 
that goes along with the show that 
you can play at home.    The card 
game has many of the same 
monsters, traps, and spell cards that 
are in the cartoon.   I don’t have one 
now, but I hope that one day I’ll get a 
Blue Eyes White Dragon card, which 
is the strongest monster.
        If I have successfully convinced 
you to give Yu-Gi-Oh! a try, all five 
seasons of Yu-Gi-Oh! can be found 
at    https://www.yugioh.com/yu-gi-
oh.    Look forward to talking to you 
about Yu-Gi-Oh!.

world champion.  Pegasus is a duelist 
who created the card game and is 
trying to destroy the world. 
        The duels are the best and most 
exciting part of the show.  You never 
know who is going to win until the 
very end.    My favorite duel was 
between Yugi and Pegasus.    They 
both had Millennium items, which 
give the owner of the item special 
powers.    For example, Pegasus had 
the Millennium Eye, which allowed 
him to read other people’s minds, 
and Yugi had the Millennium Puzzle, 
which allowed him to hide his mind 
and neutralize Pegasus’s Millenium 
Eye.  The battle was very close, but if 
you want to know who won, you 
have to watch the show.
 The show also has many compelling 
storylines about the characters. The 
most intriguing story is about when 
Yugi's Grandpa got his soul taken 
away because he lost to Pegasus. 
Yugi journeys to the Duelist 
Kingdom where he tries to save his 
Grandpa's soul by collecting enough 
Star chips so that he can challenge
   

Spectacular Spots                                       By: Ethan Duguid

Looking for somewhere to have a 
nice morning? Never fear, HURTS 
DONUT COMPANY and EASTERN 
GLADES are here to save the day! 
Eastern Glades is a beautiful place to 
take a walk. Maybe you can find the 
secret fake campsite or try to climb 
the walls and pillars near the lake! 
The lake boardwalk is so relaxing, 
one time I almost fell asleep! The 
wildlife is interesting too. There are 
water birds, turtles, tortoises, baby 
fish, and tadpoles! 

Hurts Donut Company has ALL of the 
flavors that will make your donut 
dreams come true! Looking for a Dirt 
Worm (includes chocolate donut, 
chocolate icing, crumbled oreos, and 
gummy worms)? If you’re looking 
for a special treat, get a donut 
milkshake! They mix a donut into a 
milkshake and then put a donut on 
top. Hope this will give you a chance 
to chill and relax this weekend.

Answers to February 
Riddles from Page 2 

1. Heart
2. New Year's Resolutions

3. Cupid
Valentine's Word Search 

Answers from page 6 
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     Monday, February, 15, 2021 is an 
important date for all patriotic 
Americans. It is my birthday! While 
that is true, it is, of course, way 
more important that we celebrate 
our presidents that day! It is 
Presidents’ Day! But do you know 
why do we do this and what led to 
this holiday?
 
     Every third Monday in February, 
we honor George Washington (his 
actual birthday was February 22) 
and Abraham Lincoln (his actual 
birthday was February 12) . Even 
more, the day is sometimes 
understood as a celebration of the 
birthdays and lives of all U.S. 
presidents.
 
     The origin of Presidents’ Day lies 
in the 1880s, when the birthday of 
Washington—commander of the 
Continental Army during the 
American Revolution and the first

Presidents' Day                                                                                                      By: Max Dorn

discussion, Congress rejected the 
name change. 
 After the bill went into effect in 
1971, however, Presidents’ Day 
became the commonly accepted 
name, due in part to retailers’ use of 
that name to promote sales and the 
holiday’s proximity to Lincoln’s 
birthday. Presidents’ Day is usually 
marked by public ceremonies in 
Washington, D.C. and throughout 
the country. 
 
   Even though President’s Day is not 
an official HISD holiday, we should 
remember these great presidents on 
the third Monday in February! They 
were true leaders when America 
faced hardship, and they brought 
our country together.    

Fact Source: Encyclopedia 
Britannica

president of the United States—was 
first celebrated as a federal holiday.
 
 In 1968, Congress passed the 
Uniform Monday Holiday Bill, which 
moved a number of federal holidays 
to Mondays. The change was 
designed to schedule certain 
holidays so that workers had a 
number of long weekends 
throughout the year, but it has been 
opposed by those who believe that 
those holidays should be celebrated 
on the dates they actually 
commemorate. 
 
    During debate on the bill, it was 
proposed that Washington’s 
Birthday be renamed Presidents’ 
Day to honor the birthdays of both 
Washington (February 22) and 
Lincoln (February 12); although 
Lincoln’s birthday was celebrated in 
many states, it was never an official 
federal holiday. Following much 

Kids Against Maturity Game Review                                                                 By: Lauren Chen

  Kids Against Maturity is a fun, fill in 
the blank card game that my family 
and I like to play. It’s a game that is 
super fun, and it will definitely make 
you and your family laugh a lot. The 
moment I read the instructions of 
this silly game, I was hooked. Ever 
since we started playing, I like to play 
whenever I can. I got the card game 
for Christmas as a gift from my 
friend. When we play, there is a 
competitive yet fun atmosphere. We 
laugh when the winner is announced 
with the funniest phrase to fill in the 
sentence. One of the attractive 
features of this game is that all the 
members of your family can play, 
including the adults! Another good 

thing is that this game is not like 
usual card games such as Uno™ with 
the complicated colors and such. It 
has a person who chooses the 
question card and the winner of the 
round, while the rest of the players 
pick a card to present to the chooser. 
The chooser is rotated out every 
time. This game is fairly easy, as the 
rules are simple. You choose a card to 
fill in the blank of a sentence, but it’s 
not always that easy. If you don’t 
have the proper part of speech 
though, it gets a little harder. Overall, 
this game is way simpler than your 
average card game. If you’re looking 
for a fun card game that you can play 
with your family, this is the perfect 
game for you.

What Is It Like to be a Twin?!                                                         By: Jane and Hattie Butler
Jane:    No, not really because we 
mostly will like the idea.
Hattie: Yes, because I think we always 
fight over which one we do.
3.             What do people think of you 
being a twin when you tell them?
Jane: They say, “You do not look 
alike.”

Hattie:    They say, “You are actually 
twins?? One has curly hair and one 
has straight hair.”   People think that 
is really cool.

(Continued on page 12).

1.       Do you like sharing a room?
Jane: Yes, because I don’t like to sleep 
alone.
Hattie: No, because Jane always wants 
to crack the door open when we go to 
bed.  I like it really dark.
2.             Is it hard to plan a birthday 
party? 
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Valentine's Day Recipes                                                             By: Maisie Brenckmann and 
                                                                                                                                                                 Sophie Ackerman

4.    What do you like about having a 
twin?
Jane: That you always have someone 
who can comfort you when you are 
sad.
Hattie: I like that I always have 
someone to play with.  I like having a 
best friend.
5.   What do you not like about having 
a twin?
Jane:  I think it would be fun to have a 
sleepover at a friend’s house without 
Hattie.    We always get invited 
together.   
Hattie: She always touches my stuff.
6.     Do you like the same food?
Jane: Yes and no.  There is some food 
we both like, but there are many 
things I like that Hattie doesn’t.  I like 

9.       Do you have the same friends?
Jane: Yes, we have the same friends.
Hattie: For the most part, yes we 
do.  We usually are in different classes 
but this year because of Covid, we are 
both in Mrs. Grimmer’s class.
10.     What is the coolest thing about 
being a twin?
Jane: That you always get to play with 
someone, and you have someone who 
can make you laugh.
Hattie:    You always have someone to 
help you out.    Jane is always looking 
out for me.
Being a twin is the coolest thing in 
the world.    While we are very 
different, we will always be 
“wombmates” and best friends.

sausage and shrimp, and Hattie likes 
macaroni and cheese.
 Hattie: No, Jane likes potatoes, but I 
don’t.    I love chocolate, Jane 
doesn’t.  Crazy, right?
7.       Do you like the same things?
Jane: No, Hattie likes jeans and I like 
athletic gear.  Hattie is not organized, 
and I am very organized.
Hattie: No, Jane likes to do ballet and I 
like soccer.    I am shyer, Jane is more 
outgoing.    But I am silly when you 
know me.
8. Do you have the same handwriting?
Jane:    No, I have a little bit neater 
handwriting.
Hattie: No, mine is messy and Jane’s is 
neat. 

What Is It Like Being a Twin? 
(Continued)

Ingredients:
8 ounces mascarpone cheese (about 1 cup), softened
2 egg whites
1/4 cup vegetable oil
1 box white cake mix
1/3 cup frozen strawberries, thawed and drained
2 1/2 cups powdered sugar

Directions:
1. Preheat the oven to 350 degrees. Line the mini tins 
with paper liners.
2. In a large bowl, combine the mascarpone cheese, egg 
whites, and vegetable oil. Using a hand mixer, beat the 
ingredients until combined and creamy. Add the cake 
mix and water, and mix until smooth, about three 
minutes. Fill the mini cups to just below the rim. Bake 
until puffed and golden, about 18-20 minutes. Remove 
from the oven, let cool slightly in the tin, and, then, 
transfer the cupcakes to a wire rack.
3. Meanwhile, puree the strawberries in a blender or 
small food processor. Place the powdered sugar in a 
medium bowl. Pour in the strawberry glaze. Let the 
cupcakes sit for a few minutes for the glaze to firm up. 
Then serve.

Recipe courtesy of Giada De Laurentiis and available at: 
https://www.foodnetwork.com/recipes/giada-de-
laurentiis/mascarpone-mini-cupcakes-with-strawberry-
glaze-recipe-1947593)

With Valentine’s Day coming up, we have decided to share two very sweet and easy recipes for you to make at home! We 
hope you enjoy these tasty treats!!

Mascarpone Mini Cupcakes with 
Strawberry Glaze 

Marshmallow Pops

Ingredients:
--One bag of strawberry 
 marshmallows
--4-8 ounces chocolate (we 
 used Ghirardelli baking 
 chocolate - chocolate chips 
 not recommended)
--Sprinkles
--Lollipop sticks

Directions:
1. Push a lollipop stick into 
      each marshmallow.
2. Melt some chocolate.
3. Dip one marshmallow at a
     time into the chocolate.
4. Allow excess chocolate to drip off. Then, sprinkle your 
choice of sprinkles onto the chocolate.
5. Set the marshmallow pop (stick down) in a mug to allow 
the chocolate to set (you can put the mug of pops in the 
fridge or freezer for a few minutes).
6. Share with friends.
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Groundhog Day                           By: Lyla Davis

Groundhog Day is a popular 
tradition observed every 
February 2nd in the United 
States and Canada.    The 
tradition comes from the 
Pennsylvania Dutch 
superstition that if a 
groundhog comes out of his 
hole on this day and sees his 
shadow due to the clear 
weather, it means winter will 
last for six more weeks.  If the 
groundhog does not see his 
shadow because of cloudiness, 
it means that spring will come 
early.
 
The most famous groundhog is 
Punxsutawney Phil, who is 
named that because he is in 
Punxsutawney, Pennsylvania. 
This is where the first 
Groundhog Day was celebrated 
in 1887.  Groundhogs normally 
live in holes or burrows. 
Punxsutawney Phil lives in the 
town library.  But on February 
2, he is brought to Gobbler’s 
Knob, which is a rural area 
outside of Punxsutawney to 
give his prediction.    Tens of 
thousands of people come 

Okay, so in 2019 we were living normally, but little did 
we know that the next year might be the weirdest year 
of our lives. This virus called COVID-19 came along, it 
shut down the world in March 2020, and the rest is 
history. But we have finally found a vaccine for it and 
that is what I will be covering in this article. 
The two COVID-19 vaccines that have been approved 
for use in the US are Pfizer-BioNTech COVID-19 
vaccine and Moderna COVID-19 vaccine. The vaccines 
are given as two shots administered three or four 
weeks apart. The vaccines have been found effective in 
over 95% of the people who received them. Common 
side effects include pain at the injection site, fever, 
and body ache. It is similar to receiving a flu shot.
The order of priority for getting the vaccine is health 
care workers first, followed by people 75 and older or 
who have health conditions that make them 
vulnerable to the virus, and, finally, the general 
population. Kids below the age of 16, pregnant women, 
and people with lowered immunity are not eligible as 
yet to receive the vaccine. No one is quite sure how 
long the immunity provided by the vaccines lasts or if 
it will protect against variant strains of the virus. 
While getting a vaccine protects the person getting it, 
it is unsure if they can continue to pass the virus on to 
others. This means that even if you get a vaccine, you 
will still need to wear a mask, wash your hands, and 
social distance. 
When most of a population is vaccinated and immune 
to an infectious disease, it provides indirect protection 
to those who are not immune to the disease. This 
helps to prevent the spread of the disease. So, people, 
if you want COVID-19 to end NOW, get your COVID-19 
shot as it becomes available. The U.S. hopes to have 
everyone who is eligible vaccinated by June 2021. In 
short, hang in there and we may get to see the Astros 
in person at Minute Maid Park this summer! 

from all over the world to 
watch him come out of his 
hole. 
    Groundhogs normally weigh 
15 pounds, but Phil weighs 22 
pounds.  Phil is also the oldest 
groundhog. Normally, 
groundhogs live to be six to 
eight years old, but 
Punxsutawney Phil is 134 years 
old.    It is rumored that he 
drinks a magic potion every 
summer to extend his life by 
seven years.

People wonder if Phil’s 
predictions are 
accurate.    Some sources that 
have tracked Phil’s predictions 
since the first Groundhog Day 
say that his prediction is 
correct only 39 percent of the 
time.    Members of the 
Punxsutawney Groundhog 
Club say that Phil is right 100 
percent of the time.  So who is 
right?    Maybe it doesn’t 
matter.  The important thing is 
that Groundhog Day is one of 
the most anticipated days of 
the year, especially for people 
who live in cold weather. 

Photo purchased from Shutterstock.

COVID-Vaccine 101
                                              By: Swami Nathan
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    Body Worlds                                                                                                                     By: Sloane Phan

Do you like the study of anatomy? Have you ever wondered 
what the inside of your body looks like? At the Body Worlds 
Exhibit at the Museum of Natural Science, you can find out 
everything you need to know about your body. I will 
provide you the details of the tour with my own personal 
experience! 
So, what is Body Worlds? Body Worlds is an educational 
exhibit where people can see and learn about interesting 
and important parts of the body from a donated human 
that was preserved by plastination. 
 
Fun fact: Who invented plastination? Dr. Gunther Von 
Hagens was the developer of this technique after being ill 
with Parkinson’s Disease.
 
The way the makers created the exhibit is fascinating!   To 
get the body and body parts into the museum, the creators 
must plastinate the parts so they will not smell bad. 
Plastination is a preservation technique that replaces the 
water and fat with a certain plastic.    After they plastinate 
the body, they insert needles and metal rods into the body 
parts to position the figure into the pose they want. You are 
probably wondering where the bodies of this exhibit came 
from. Well, people actually donated their bodies to 
Body    Worlds before they passed away, so that is why 
visitors must respect the bodies while touring the exhibit.  

A Nine Year Old's Travel Guide to Arizona                                        By: Gavin Terrazas

    Would you donate your body to this tour? Circle one.
           Yes                       Maybe                     No

       I had the opportunity to visit this amazing exhibit with 
my family. When my mom bought tickets to this exhibit, I 
felt nervous to see the bodies. When I viewed the exhibit, I 
was completely amazed by all the bodies. As I walked on, I 
started to like it more and more. I would rate Body Worlds 
four stars. I recommend this exhibit to people who want or 
like to learn in-depth details about the body structure. 
 Whether you like bodies or do not like them, this  
exhibit is for everyone! If I liked Body Worlds, I assure you 
that you will like it just as much as I did. Nothing is better 
than learning about what keeps you alive and running. Get 
your Body Worlds’ tickets today!
If you want to see the anatomy of a body, go check out Body 
Worlds! Body Worlds is very fascinating. You get to see the 
real dead bodies of real dead people! You may think it’s 
disgusting at first, but once you go to Body Worlds you will 
get to the interesting things. At Body Worlds, you will also 
get to see dead body parts of dead people. For example, you 
will get to see brains, hearts, and other interesting body 
parts! If I liked Body Worlds, then I am sure you will like it 
too. Get tickets today!

   Arizona is such a great place to visit! 
It has pools to keep you cool. The 
towns are not loud and full. It also has 
great places to eat. You can see 
cardinals, blue jays, and lots of other 
birds and animals. I am telling you this 
because I went there this winter break, 
and I want to share the joy of going and 
enjoying Arizona. I hope you like this 
article. Go to Arizona soon!
   Another great thing about Arizona is 
that it doesn't feel that cold. I was 
there one winter, and the temperature 
was perfect. This winter was colder 
than usual, but I still got to roast 
marshmallows and watch the New 
Year's countdown. Yay! And if you go 
there in the summer and you are lucky 
enough to have a pool, then you will 
feel that it is very refreshing. It is kind 
of like a family tradition to go there 
during the summer and winter, so I 
was very happy I could go there this 
winter. I think a lot of the reason my 
parents decided to go was because my 
little brother and I really wanted to see 
our grandparents, cousin, uncle, and 
aunt. My little cousin is only two years 
old, and she is adorable! 
   First off, I will tell you about Tucson. 
That place has a great library that I 
really like. Parents can take kids, and 

trails. Some are rocky and others are 
smooth, but most of them have a great 
view of the famous red rocks.  
Want to see a gunfight? If the answer is 
yes, then go to Tombstone where 
people who are dressed like they lived 
in the old Wild West have a world-
famous gunfight. I heard they used to 
have it outside, but they accidentally 
shot and killed someone. So, they have 
to do it inside now, which is why I 
could not watch it. I could not watch 
inside because of COVID-19. 
I also went bird watching somewhere 
between Tombstone and Bisbee, which 
is another place in Arizona. I asked 
multiple times if there were really 
birds in the middle of the desert. When 
I saw the lagoon in the middle of the 
desert with cranes and ducks in it, my 
jaw dropped. My grandfather let me 
use his camera to take pictures of the 
birds, and I took lots of them. The 
pictures that I took were awesome and 
really cool. Go to Arizona soon! Bye-
bye!

 they will play and get read to. You can 
get books for your little brother or 
sister. You can also get all types of food 
in Tucson. Pasta, meatballs, 
hamburgers, and french fries, they 
have it all. They also have summer 
camps. I once went to a tennis camp in 
Tucson. If you want to go, then bring a 
lot of water because it is really hot 
there, and if you have a pool where you 
are staying, then jump into it right 
after to cool off. Also, you have not felt 
rain until you have in Tucson, and it 
smells great too. Plus, flowers come up 
a few days after so that makes it really 
special. The only time it rains there is 
called monsoon season. The rain feels 
great on your skin after all that heat, so 
you can understand why people there 
like it so much. The rain also attracts 
ants, so, one time, I saw ants flying 
outside my grandparents' house. They 
were all flying around in a wild storm. I 
was scared, but now I realize that was 
actually pretty cool. 
Now, let us talk about Sedona. Sedona 
is a small town in Arizona known for its 
very red rocks. They have really good 
apple cider because they harvest the 
apples, so they are still fresh. My uncle 
bought us some of it, and it was to die 
for! Sedona also has really good hiking
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Student Council News                                                            By: Ms. Musgrove
Congratulations to all of the students in Fourth and Fifth grade who made it on to Student Council for this school year. 
We have also had our 3-5th graders vote for the positions within Student Council. Congratulations to the following 
students on their new positions within Student Council.
 
Parliamentarian - Neve Jalbrzykowski and Joshua Seagraves
Treasurer - Nick Brasher
Secretary - Mary Etta Maguire
Vice President - Kayla Bayazitoglu
President - Hunter DeFrehn

Be on the lookout soon for more information on meetings, service projects, and more!
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